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September 14, 2016 
 
Sister Julia Kubista, M.M. 
Diocese of Kansas City 
Missouri, U.S.A. 
 
Dear Mother Julia, 
 
How many years ago was it when you asked me in Minnesota what we needed in Russia, and 
I replied “Sisters!”  You immediately set about trying to fulfill that need by founding the 
C.J.D. sisters, Sisters in Jesus the Lord. 
 
Now years have past, and I want to tell you how wonderfully the sisters have been of help to 
the mission!  Especially this passing summer, when Fr Dan was “trapped” in the U.S.A., and I 
was alone here operating three parishes, even though I’m 75 years old and partly 
handicapped!  The sisters were just fantastic, not merely doing their usual work of the parish 
music program, of the university youth program, of working with the dying and the orphans, 
but also totally running the 20th annual Far Eastern Catholic Youth Conference, and also the 
weeklong Retreat Program for the children in Lesozavodsk!  Almost all of it without my input 
or help, but only moral support.  Due to our usual springtime financial woes, the sisters even 
loaned me money for these events (which I hope to pay back soon.)  Today they are 
beginning to organize the Catholic new foreign students at the FarEastern Federal University 
on Russian Island where they live! 
 
I am glad to see that their living situation is now also showing progress, so that some day they 
can own their own building, although it is far enough from the parish church that they spend a 
lot of time on the road every day. 
 
So I have every reason to be grateful for the sisters, and absolutely no complaints!  For their 
own sake, I believe that their prayer burden is rather too heavy sometimes, as they are also 
interested in furthering their education and formation. 
 
So thank you so much for this great gift to Russia and our Russian mission of your Sisters in 
Jesus the Lord.  Meanwhile, I hope you will be able to thank, also, the bishop and Diocese of 
Kansas City whose help has been so important to us. 
 
God bless you.  Yours truly, 
 
 
  
V Rev Myron Effing, C.J.D., Pastor 
Dean of Vladivostok Deanery 
Diocese of St Joseph in Irkutsk 
 
Copy: Sr Stella 


